
ALSO RECOMMENDED

Borch Maps
Buenos Aires Map
2015, MAP
A laminated street map of  Buenos Aires and 
surroundings at a scale of  1:15,000.

 
Wayne Bernhardson
Moon Handbook Patagonia
2017, PAPER, 620 PAGES
A practical guide in the Moon series, 
packed not only with travel necessities 
(hotels, restaurants, sights), but also with a 
good overview of  history and destinations 
throughout Patagonia.

Zagier & Urruty Maps
Lake District Map, Araucania: 
Argentina & Chile
2005, MAP
This regional map (1:400,00) covers the mid-
section of  Chile and Argentina from Bariloche 
across to Puerto Montt and Temuco.

Berlitz Publishing/APA Publications
Berlitz South America Phrasebook & 
Dictionary
2015, PAPER, 224 PAGES
For travelers in South America, this pocket-
sized, multi-language phrasebook includes: 
Brazilian Portuguese, Latin American Spanish, 
Mexican Spanish and Quechua. Features 
essential words and phrases organized by 
situation.

Caterina Perrone
Culture Smart! Chile
2018, PAPER, 168 PAGES
A concise and practical guide to local customs, 
etiquette and culture.

 

HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

Sara Wheeler
Travels in a Thin Country, A Journey 
through Chile
1996, PAPER, 304 PAGES
British author Sara Wheeler deploys her wit, 
intelligence and powerful investigative skills 
on the Republic of  Chile in this insightful 
travelogue.

Bruce Chatwin
In Patagonia
1989, PAPER, 204 PAGES
A masterpiece of  travel, history and adventure, 
this award-winning book captures the spirit 
of  the land, history, wildlife and people 
of  Patagonia. There is no travel writer as 
engaging, insightful and just plain wonderful as 
Bruce Chatwin.

Insight Guides
Insight Guide Chile & Easter Island
2017, PAPER, 368 PAGES
This glossy guide provides a full-color 
introduction by a team of  experts to the land, 
people, history and attractions of  Chile. Brief  
background essays highlight important topics. 
With many local and regional maps.

Insight Guides
Insight Guide Argentina
2015, PAPER, 360 PAGES
This profusely illustrated guide features concise 
essays by well-regarded authors on natural 
history, politics and culture. With hundreds of  
photos and excellent maps.

ITMB
Southern South America Map
2011, MAP
A handsome physical map showing the 
southern half  of  South America. At a scale of  
1:2,800,000.

READING GUIDE

ARGENTINA & CHILE

To enhance your travel experience, we’ve compiled a selection of  favorite, new, and hard-to-find books 
about your destination. Feel free to visit your local bookstore or library for your reading materials.



Mike Gonzalez
Tango, Sex and Rhythm of  the City
2013, PAPER, 216 PAGES
A nice, concise history of  the tango, its 
origins in the brothels of  Buenos Aires, key 
figures and a profile of  the generation that 
rediscovered it.

Adrian Flanagan
The Cape Horners’ Club
2017, HARD COVER, 304 PAGES
By profiling the captains who have navigated 
Cape Horn, this nautical history explores 
the uniqueness of  South America’s far end, 
a “lethal contrivance” that has become the 
yachtsman’s equivalent of  climbing Everest.

Elizabeth Quay Hutchison
The Chile Reader, History, Culture, 
Politics
2013, PAPER, 640 PAGES
This eclectic reader for the student or traveler 
captures more than 500 years of  Chilean 
history, with an emphasis on the past half-
century. Including interviews, travel diaries, 
diplomatic cables, cartoons and photographs.

Eric Simons
Darwin Slept Here: Discovery, 
Adventure and Swimming Iguanas in 
Charles Darwin’s South America
2010, PAPER, 304 PAGES
Simons captures the exhilaration of  the young 
naturalist’s adventures in this brisk account of  
travels in the footsteps of  Darwin in South 
America. Skipping from Rio de Janeiro, Buenos 
Aires and Montevideo to Ushuaia, Chiloe and 
Coquimbo, Simons (in his 20s, just like Darwin, 
he points out), is refreshingly irreverent about 
the whole affair, mixing Darwin’s observations 
with his own experiences.

Ariel Dorfman
Desert Memories, Journeys Through 
the Chilean North
2003, HARD COVER, 304 PAGES
A quest for national history, personal memories 
and family origins in the Atacama by the noted 
playwright, novelist and essayist. The legacy of  
mining, Pinochet and the author’s own history 
are woven into this meditative account.

W.H. Hudson
Far Away and Long Ago
2006, PAPER, 338 PAGES
Written in 1917, Hudson’s enthralling 
childhood remembrances are enhanced by his 
own lively curiosity and observations of  the 
landscapes, birds and nature of  Argentina.

Robert Hamwee
Culture Smart! Argentina
2015, PAPER, 168 PAGES
A concise, well-illustrated and practical guide to 
local customs, etiquette and culture.

Ian Mount
The Vineyard at the End of  the World
2013, PAPER, 352 PAGES
Mount traces how the humble Malbec grape, 
ignored in its native France, helped transform 
Argentina into one of  the world’s premier 
winemaking destinations, mixing personalities, 
grapes, history, and travel.

Peter Richards
The Wines of  Chile (Classic Wine 
Library)
2006, HARD COVER, 384 PAGES
With the help of  ten detailed maps, award-
winning writer Peter Richards takes readers 
on a tour of  the country’s diverse terrains and 
major wine-making areas. The information is a 
bit out-dated, but it remains a great overview 
of  the industry and the wine region’s climate.

James Gardner
Buenos Aires, The Biography of  a City
2015, HARD COVER, 272 PAGES
In his colorful biography of  the second-largest 
city in South America, American art critic 
James Gardner covers Buenos Aires’ unique 
culture, a universe all its own, with history and 
entertaining asides.

Hector Tobar
Deep Down Dark
2015, PAPER, 336 PAGES
Journalist Tobar brings to light (pun intended) 
the stories of  the 33 men who were trapped 
for 69 days in the San Jose Mine outside of  
Copiapo, Chile in 2010. A spirited survival tale 
that ultimately probes the soul of  Chile itself.

Xavier Verstraeten (Photographer)
Estancias: The Great Houses and 
Ranches of  Argentina
1992, HARD COVER, 200 PAGES
Two dozen magnificent country estates are 
detailed in this sumptuously illustrated volume, 
featuring 200 color photographs and a cultural 
and social history by Maria Saenz Quesada.

Michael Reid
Forgotten Continent
2017, PAPER, 416 PAGES
Economist editor Reid draws on his years in the 
cities, palaces and shantytowns of  Central and 
South America in this portrait of  a region rich 
in oil, farmland and culture, with consideration 
on its prospects in the face of  globalization.



Dallas Murphy
Rounding the Horn
2005, PAPER, 358 PAGES
A sailor at heart, Dallas Murphy gets himself  
down to Ushuaia, embarks a sturdy vessel 
and heads out to experience the wind and 
weather of  Tierra del Fuego. In his informative 
account, Dallas interweaves plenty of  history, 
a little rather naive politics and the story of  his 
own adventures.

Sharon Chester
A Wildlife Guide to Chile
2008, PAPER, 392 PAGES
Chester’s splendid guide, featuring 120 color 
plates, covers the wildlife, plants and natural 
history of  Chile from the Atacama Desert and 
Patagonia to Easter Island and Antarctica.

Martin D. la Pena, Maurice Rumboll
Birds of  Southern South America and 
Antarctica
2001, PAPER, 224 PAGES
With color plates, range maps and brief  
descriptions, this is a compact regional guide.

Pablo Neruda
Memoirs
2001, PAPER, 384 PAGES
The memoirs of  the great poet, traveler and 
observer of  events. Neruda’s account includes 
his relations with Picasso, Lorca and others 
who crossed his path.

Gerald Durrell
The Whispering Land
2006, PAPER, 240 PAGES
A sparkling account of  an eight-month jaunt 
on the trail of  fur seals, guanaco, parrots and 
other Patagonian marvels. Excellent family 
reading.

Katherine Silver (Editor)
Chile, A Traveler’s Literary Companion
2003, PAPER, 256 PAGES
These choice stories introduce both the 
country and a host of  contemporary writers, 
including Ariel Dorfman and Pablo Neruda 
and lesser-known luminaries.

Pablo Neruda
Five Decades, Poems 1925-1970
1974, PAPER, 464 PAGES
A bilingual edition of  138 poems by the great 
Pablo Neruda, drawn from his entire career. 
Neruda is the quintessential South American 
poet: lyrical, engaging and bristling with life.

Antoine de Saint-Exupery
Night Flight
1986, PAPER, 87 PAGES
Saint-Exupery captures the thrill of  early flight 
in this tale of  a pilot alone in a storm over the 
Andes en route to Buenos Aires.

Jorge Luis Borges
On Argentina
2010, PAPER, 192 PAGES
This collection of  essays provides a literary 
travel guide to the esteemed writer’s hometown 
and is centered around the “taste for Buenos 
Aires,” which Borges himself  proclaimed as 
one of  the three major themes in his writing.

Manuel Vazquez Montalban
The Buenos Aires Quintet
2012, PAPER, 377 PAGES
Montalban comments on not just wine, women 
and song, but also on Argentina’s political and 
cultural history in this riveting detective tale 
which uses 1970s Buenos Aires and the era’s 
repressive military junta as a backdrop.


